
Scituate Home Rule Charter Commission 
Meeting 33: Minutes 

Monday, June 10, 2019 at 6:30 pm 

Approved 

1. Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance. Meeting called to order at 6:33 pm. 

2. Roll call. Present: Steven Brannigan, Kirk Loiselle, Stephen Hopkins, Mary Manning-Morse, Ruth 
Strach, Erika McCormick. Absent: Brian Carpenter, Theodore Pryzbyla, Terry Nolin. 

3. Approval of minutes of  June 5 meeting. One change has been made- Pat Howard’s position of 
Animal Control Officer needs to be written out in its entirety.  

E. McCormick: Motion to approve June 5th minutes with correction. 
 S. Brannigan: Second. 
 All in Favor: Yes. 

4. Review of and/or vote on the following articles of the most recent draft of the Home Rule 
Charter: 

 Preamble 
Not all charters have preambles. It’s important here because it articulates the reasons why 

it was done. Everyone is OK with the first paragraph. Wyatt wrote the second paragraph that sort 
of makes the legal case. Shall the paragraphs be combined since they both start with the same 
phrase? Not necessarily, as that’s how a lot of resolutions read (e.g., school board resolutions). 
Move second paragraph into Basic Provisions? Discuss more during Wednesday meeting when 
Wyatt is present.  

M. Manning-Morse: Motion to table further discussion until Wednesday meeting.  
S. Brannigan: Second. 

   All in Favor: Yes. 
 Article 1: Basic Provisions 

Article 2: Powers of the Town 
Article 3: Elections 
Article 4: Town Council 
Article 5: Ordinances 

Was rearranged a bit (505j. was moved down). Still needs to be shown to Wyatt, but it 
shouldn’t be a problem as there was no language change.  

E. McCormick: Motion to approve article with Wyatt’s approval.  
M. Manning-Morse: Second. 

   All in Favor: Yes. 
M. Manning-Morse explained that Glocester’s charter has a provision for an “insufficient 

petition.” Ask Wyatt on Wednesday if this is needed in Scituate charter. 
 Article 6: Town Manager 

M. Manning-Morse explained that East Greenwich’s charter includes “unless excused” 
re. Town Manager and meeting attendance. E. McCormick is concerned about leaving the 



determination as to what is or isn’t excusable up to anyone in particular. R. Strach suggests “…or 
an appointee.” Will revisit on Wednesday with Wyatt.  
Article 7: Town Clerk 
Article 8: Town Solicitor and Courts 
Article 9: School Dept. 
Article 10: Finance Dept. 

  Wyatt still needs to address red text in section 1013. 
 Article 11: Police, Animal Control and EMA 

M. Manning-Morse explained that South Kingstown includes something about 
appropriations in their charter. Chuck Collins said that it’s in the employee contracts in Scituate. 
M. Manning-Morse explained that South Kingstown and East Greenwich include non-interference 
relative to police chiefs in the charter. (while we just have it for Town Manager). Chuck Collins says 
that’s also in the contract (of the Police Chief in Scituate). R. Strach requested that members 
check their assigned charters to see if there’s similar language (to report back at Wednesday 
meeting). M. Manning-Morse will send R. Strach the language from her assigned charters. 
Chuck Collins will review Article 11 as well. Peter Savickas, 347 Wescott Road, expressed his 
support for 1107c (in favor of “shall” and of there being a committee). S. Hopkins stressed that 
the Police Chief must be autonomous and that he doesn’t like the “silence” in Scituate’s draft 
article language especially when he thinks about interference in investigations; he likes the East 
Greenwich language. S. Brannigan suggested that the provision about general oversight remain; 
just be clear about not interfering in the performance of day-to-day duties. Again, will discuss 
with Atty Brochu. 

 Article 12: Dept. of Public Works 
Article 13: Dept. of Building and Zoning 

Wyatt checked on qualifications, etc., and discovered that there are new regulations being 
instituted. Section 1302b. now says “at least five years…” Section 1305 (Town Planner) was 
added. Can the Town Planner position be combined as well? Need clarification from Wyatt.  

E. McCormick: Motion to approve article with Wyatt’s clarification.  
K. Loiselle: Second. 

   All in Favor: Yes. 
 Article 14: Dept. of Senior Services 

Article 15: Dept of Human Services 
Article 16: Dept. of Recreation 

M. Manning-Morse found language in RI General Laws (Title 32)- a town “may” create 
of Board of Recreation (and outlines who the exofficio members would be). In Glocester’s 
charter, the recreation program is described as “comprehensive” vs. “all age groups.” 

 Article 17: Financial Provisions 
Chuck Collins mentioned that aligning with the State fiscal year could be difficult and 

expensive. Members commented that if that’s the case, a charter amendment could be put forth, 
and that the commissioners had been involved in the past months in much discussion and 
guidance from Tim Mc Cormick, Ted, and Wyatt on this topic.  

 Article 18: Budget 
Article 19: FTM 
Article 20: Boards, Commissions, & Committees 
Article 21: Transitional Charter Provisions 



M. Manning-Morse explained that South Kingstown’s charter includes “continuation of 
present personnel.” R. Strach requested that members review their assigned charters to see if that 
sort of language appears anywhere else. Chuck Collins thinks it’s already covered (because 
appointed and hired are synonymous). 

 Article 22: Charter Amendment 
  Title of Section 2203 changed, but no change in content.  

E. McCormick: Motion to approve article.  
M. Manning-Morse: Second. 

   All in Favor: Yes. 

5. Audience comments. 
Chuck Collins asked about Section 408a.- what happens if multiple members must recuse 
themselves? While you need four for a quorum to start the meeting, consider requiring fewer 
votes for motions to pass with a majority of the board after any members have recused 
themselves (e.g., a vote could pass with 2-3 votes). R. Strach will point it out to Wyatt. Chuck 
Collins will review Article 4.  

6. Schedule for next meetings. Wednesday’s agenda is the same. R. Strach would like to vote on the 
whole document on 6/19. Will still meet on 6/26.  

7. Adjournment.  
E. McCormick: Motion to adjourn.  
K. Loiselle: Second. 
All in Favor: Yes. 

Respectfully submitted by Jennifer West, acting recording secretary.  


